THE PLACE OF THE TABERNACLE

rishioners would be aware that ourrenovations, the concept of a Blessed Sacrament
ormer full-time Youth Minister, Sean Chapel was destroyed when that space became

Finucane was appointed by Cardinal Pellused as the place of baptism, a waiting area for

to be in charge of youth activities in the Penitents and, in the middle of both these
Archdiocese of Sydney. We are now looking foractivities, was placed the plinth to hold the
a full-time youth minister to work with the young tabernacle. One can no longer call that space a
people in the parish. Over last Weekend"‘B'GSS@d Sacrament Chapel” within the meaning
advertisements were placed where we hop€f that term. Its position no longer even pays lip
talented young people will see them and thinkservice to the 1969 General Instruction of the
about applying for this interesting and excitingRoman Missal. Following the large masses, |
job. We contacted all parishes in the thregemove the tissues from the marble tabernacle
Sydney dioceses and hope parishes will use theftand and, following baptisms, remove the Kodak
parish bulletins to advertise the position. You carfilm boxes and digital camera cases left on the

read the job description in detail on the paristPlinth. When a father placed his child on top of
website under “Position the tabernacle and her feet

Vacant”. The general role of rested on the marble table

the Parish Youth Minister
includes the oversight and
co-ordination of all youth
groups and activities within
the Parish including youth
music. Applications close on
December 15.

he position of the
tabernacle in St
Bernadette’s Church
has become more of
a contentious issue than | ever
envisaged. | spoke about this

matter at the parish AGM and

at three of the five masses last

while he took a photo of the
baptism, | rang an architect
immediately. | am not
interested in hearing about
Jesus saying “Let the little
children come to me.” | feel
we need some “pastoral
distance” between worshippers
and the tabernacle. This is our
Catholic tradition.
Nevertheless, to merely
replace the door and lock of
the tabernacle is one option
given to me by the architect
John King.

There are some conceptual

weekend. drawings located in the church narthex that
Part of the problem is that the presenindicate possible solutions to the placement of the
tabernacle does not fulfil the canonical tabernacle. Some of you will be interested enough
requirement that it be made of solid and nonto have a look and then | ask you to write to me
transparent material. | am also concerned abouwtith your thoughts.
its security. The lock is a bit dodgy. In fixing While my preferred option is to locate the
those two issues, | thought that the time had com&abernacle in a newly-created recess on the back
to revisit the location of the tabernacle so thatwall, that idea is not set in cement. To proceed i
reverence due to its importance maybe fullythat direction seems to me to be the most worthy
realised. solution to a tricky pastoral issue. It fits intkwvi
The architect who designed the church, KevirCatholic piety and Catholic tradition.
Curtin, placed the tabernacle in a Blessed Parish priests are simply servants who move
Sacrament Chapel. Please note that théhrough a parish, while the parishioners remain.
tabernacle in St Bernadette’s church has nevdn the end it is the bishop who makes the final
been located in the sanctuary. During the 199decision. Father John.



LITURGY CORNER

The path which provides a way for Christ is the path
of our conversion. Redemption is already given in
Christ, but in terms of human history, it is still being
carried out. We have to prepare the way, and make
straight the path, not only in our individual lives but in
our society and the wider world. In today's Gospel,
John has withdrawn to the wilderness — there are

passages which tell us that Jesus also withdrew to
the wilderness. The wilderness/desert can be a silent
and perhaps frightening place, yet both John and
Jesus withdrew there to pray. It was a place where
they found intimacy with God. Is Advent a time to
retreat into the wilderness within and listen for the
Voice whose cries are often missed in the busyness

of life? The Summit.

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 Isaiah
is called to console the people by
announcing the coming of God. He calls
them to prepare a way in the desert.

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-14 For
God time is not measured in days. Although we wait we
are called to trust that God is coming and live good lives
based on hope.

Gospel Mark 1:1-8 In the wilderness, John the Baptist
calls the people to prepare the way of the Lord.

Next week: Third Sunday of Advent - Year B Isaiah
61: 1-2,10-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8,19-28

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading.
All welcomel!

STATUE OF OUR LADY WITH ST BERNADETTE
The Parish owns a beautiful statue of Our Lady with St
Bernadette. Parishioners can borrow the statue for a
week in 2009 by placing your names on the roster in
the foyer. Book it now for a special occasion:
anniversary, birthday etc, or as a thanksgiving for
special graces or help received, or simply to
encourage prayer in your home. Enquiries: Janina
Mousley 9899 6060 or Alfred Jacobs 9894 8123.

DRIVER NEEDED One driver is immediately needed
in the Anglican Retirement Village area in the
Transport Ministry. The commitment is to pick up and
drop off a resident once a month for the 9.00am
Sunday Mass. If interested ring Jim Gidlow on 0403
814427 or 9659 4782.

ACOLYTES AND ALTAR SERVERS Please collect
information and roster forms from the Priests’ Sacristy
and Altar Servers’ room regarding the Christmas
function and roster for the holiday period.

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

5.00pm Children and Young Families’ Mass
7.00pm Family Mass
9.30pm LIFE TEEN Youth Mass

12.00pm Traditional Midnight Mass

(preceded by carols from 11.30pm)

Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day
7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am — NO EVENING MASS

Reconciliation

Second Rite - Thursday 18 December at 7.30pm
Individual Reconciliation:

Tuesday 16 9.00am

Wednesday 17 9.45am

Thursday 18 9.45am & 7.30pm (Rite II)
Friday 19 9.45am

Saturday 20 8.30am - 9.30am

4.00pm - 5.30pm (i

Monday 22 9.00am

Tuesday 23 9.00am

Wednesday 24 9.45am

SPECIAL MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST AND
LECTORS are required for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day Masses. Would volunteers please
write their names on roster sheets in the foyer.

CARE GROUP NEWS Thank you to MGS Hair
Salon, GO FRESH Salad Bar, PARISH BOOKSHOP,
GREATER UNION Castle Towers and NINA'S
BEAUTIFUL BLOOMS (OIld Northern Rd) for their
great support of the Care Group Christmas party.
These businesses have been most generous again
this year and have contributed greatly to the success
of the party!

POSITION VACANT - YOUTH MINISTER  Our
Parish is looking for a suitably qualified person to fill
the Youth Minister role. This is a full-time position. For
job description and selection criteria go to the Position
Vacant page on St Bernadette’'s website at
www.stbernadette.org.au. Applications close on
Monday December 15 at 5.00pm.

GREETINGS FROM WYD PILGRIMS The Parish has
received greetings from pilgrims
from the parishes of St Raymond, St
Mary, St Gabriel and St Augustine ¢
in Canada and from Hectorville
Parish in Adelaide. These young
people have expressed their
gratitude for the hospitality shown to
them by the parishioners of St
Bernadette's during their stay with us during World
Youth Day 2008.

Please continue to pray for all our parish families participating
in this preparation process. Sessions resume Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd February 2009.




HAMPER MASS NEXT WEEKEND

The Hamper Mass will take place next weekend for

those who have taken labels for
Christmas hampers from the foyer.
Please return the assembled
hampers to the Sunday 6.00pm
Christmas Hamper Mass or to the
Vigil or Sunday morning Masses.

HELPERS NEEDED We need your support in helping
to manage the logistics of this appeal; in sorting the
hampers within the Parish Hall and then distributing
them to the families on Tuesday 16th December. A work
sheet has been posted on the notice board in the
church foyer. Please indicate the times you are
available to help, or phone Maureen Scully: 9634 6925.

A GIFT BEYOND CHRISTMAS Again this year an
alternative to the hampers is offered. Called A Gift
Beyond Christmas, it gives parishioners an opportunity
to help disadvantaged mature age students
complete the HSC at Loyola Senior High, Mt 4
Druitt.

You are asked to take an envelope from
the Christmas tree at the front of the
church. Please return these to the church on
the weekend of the Hamper Mass, December 13/14.

WORLD YOUTH DAY COMMEMORATIVE BOOK
Receive the Power is a 200 page, hard cover record of
World Youth Day 2008, incorporating stunning photos
and addresses from the Pope, Cardinal Pell and other
religious leaders. Purchase online for $59.95 at
www.catholicgiftshop.com.au or through the gift
brochure in the Catholic Weekly.

SETS OF PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE FROM THE FOYER TODAY

BOOKSHOP NEWS The 2009 Columban Calendar is
available at the Bookshop for only $7.00. Buy one of
the best religious calendars in the world and you will be
helping our missionaries at the same time.

Vinnies Christmas Cards are now available from the
bookshop. This year a pack contains 10 cards and costs
$6.50. This is great value. Please support this major
fund raiser for the Castle Hill conference to help with our
work for the poor, and also to Keep Christ in Christmas.

BLANKETS FOR THE NEEDY (formerly Knit or
Crochet a Square). Well done and thank you to
everyone involved with making squares for Vinnies.
Over 65 Blankets have been completed
this Winter! The final morning tea for
4' l J ‘.«// 2008 is on Wednesday 10 December at
‘gﬂ'f;ﬂ—,“ 10am in the Marian Centre. Everyone
'. < welcome. Transport available if needed
T ' P . '

Q.E ® RSVP Jo on 9634 5961 or Hilary on

9894 5913.

EMPOWERED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! For all girls
and young women (15-25) who are interested in
spiritual things. Discussion is about great women in
sacred scripture who made a difference and how we
can live as Catholic young women today. December
13/14 at Mt Schoenstatt, 230 Fairlight Road, Mulgoa.
Cost $15. BYO dinner. Bookings
sr.m.luka@bigpond.com or 0409 221016.
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CONCERT AT THE CATHEDRAL The Australian
Brandenburg Orchestra and Choir will perform in
concert at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on
Thursday 18 December at 7.00pm. Tickets can be
purchased by contacting 9328 7581 or Branden-
burg.com.au.

FATHER MAC’'S HEAVENLY PUDDINGS available
in 800gr or family size 1.6kg. Phone 9349 3066 or
0419 243285. Delivery arranged. Also available all
year round at St Patrick’s Coffee Shop (next to the
church), 20 Grosvenor Street, Sydney

POSITIONS VACANT:

Catholiccare Sydney, Natural Fertility Services is
looking for a Training and Planning Officer for their
Natural Fertility Program. This position is part-time.
For enquiries contact Sharon Young on 9390 5156
or email natural@catholiccare.org by January 5.

Centacare Catholic Social Services  seeks to
employ an Administration Assistant (full time) at its
Parramatta Office. Closing date is December 12.
For an information package phone Amber on
9630 7788.



St Bernadette’s Parish Community
Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle HilL, N SW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622 Fax 9899 3511 Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au

Parish Staff Mass Times for this Week

Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest Sunday Sat 6pm

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest Sun 7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate Weekdays Mon 6.45am

Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator Tue 6.45 am

Mr lan Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister Wed 6.45am, 9.15am

Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager Thurs 6.45am, 9.15am

Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu) Fri 6.45am, 9.15 am

Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator Sat 8am
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Mass on Public Holidays at 8am

Reconciliation
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Please pray for

Michael Gough (funeral Thurs at 10.30am), Gianni Schiliro (funeral Tues at 10.30am),

Buenaventurada Yu, Kevin Damyon, Fr Kevin Cox, Christine Gold, Anna Bernadette Thiphec Nguyen and Marie
Wiley who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Jack Dane (Dec 3), Floriana Lo Surdo (Dec 8), Luis
Cruz (Dec 8) and John Reardon and in remembrance of Stephney Mary Eastwood.
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ACOLYTES/ SERVERS LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
VIGIL Vanessa D’Emanuele Carole-Anne Lunn, Annarita Mezger, Sabrina Lobo,
John Stone Martin Collins Maureen & Ray Scully, Connie Tierney, Helen Wintle,
S9 Catherine Ghisla Sr Ann Love, Joe Zammit
7.30AM Ron Gledhill Helen Karsten, Patricia Bright, Hilary Burton,
John Gulczynski Jo Wickens Margaret Elder, Ken Short, Peter Grace
S10 Cynthia Bartolo
9.00AM Karin Abrams Stephen Suen, Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso,
Zeno Hong Tim Abrams Marcia Bosen, Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo,

S6 Cathy Richmond Elizabeth Vasta, Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams
10.30AM Colin Lee Mary & Jeyaraj Winslow, Crystal Good, Yvette Braganza,
Joe Josue Mila Mina Gaye Crammond, Lydia Flores,

S7 Max Bosotti Teresa & Damian Steenson

6.00 PARISH LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - December 14

Adult Servers
Julia Calixto
Michael Smith

Altar Preparation
Josh Becker

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

Musos

Alfonso Aguilera
Belinda Lee
Maria Aguilera
Ros Knezevic

Sean Finucane
Tina Muscat
Vanessa Muscat

Bass
Erich Gracias Flor

Piano
Alice Bradshaw

S8

Cassie Knezevic

Darren Edwards

Monica O’Callaghan

— Guitar
Lectors Projectionist Ushers Daniel Ang
Gillian Pak Matthew Ashton Alfonso Aguilera .
Mitchell Waters Glen Ferry Horns/Strings/
Winds
Altar Servers Gift Preparation Welcomers

Singers

Alison Wong
Darian Jessup-
Lonsdale
Annabel Irawan
Monigque O’Callaghan
Sara Ang
Veronica Sahabu

CHILDREN'S LITURGY
Claire Vella
Karen Grace

FLOWER ROSTER
Tess de la Concepcion

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING
Marion Heron, Maree Greenwell, Caroline
Higgins, Marjorie Anderson, Bernadette Logue

COUNTING (1st Collection)
Barbara Ingram
Marie Sammut

COUNTING (2nd Collection)
John Geoghegan, Kevin Johnson, Paul Moriarty,
Reginald Sinha

BOOKSHOP
Joanne Barrett / Rose Huby / Bernadette Navarra
Barbara Halpin / Natasha Orioles




