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CHRISTMAS IS BECAUSE OF CHRIST 

D uring the week I had occasion to ring 
one of the state primary schools in our 
parish.  Our catechists attend this 
school every week.  The problem    

appeared to be that the so-called “Combined 
Churches’ Christmas Pageant” was being         
organised exclusively by the Assemblies of God, 
better known in our area as Hillsong.  My concern 
was that our Catholic parents would not want 
their children exposed to any 
group that proselytised. I was 
assured that the service would 
not offend anyone.  “Even the 
non-scripture  children will be 
attending”, the school teacher 
told me. Because of the      
history of lawsuits from         
atheist parents, I wondered 
what the “non-scripture”       
parents would think of  their 
little ones being exposed to 
the Christmas message and the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
     The post school “non  
scr ip tu re”  group,  the        
secularists, seem to be        
winning. Their strident     
militancy has tried to cower the likes of Castle 
Towers into removing Christ completely from 
Christmas.  Christmas trees are renamed winter 
trees.  Even the youngsters who swipe your     
groceries across the electronic scanner at       
Woolworths while engaging  in an existential    
“I-thou” relationship by looking deep into your 
eyes and meaningfully greeting you with the 
mantra, “How are you today?” as they languidly 
do their first swipe of your frozen beans, hesitate 
to say “Happy Christmas”. Frozen beans always 
require three swipes so the opportunity is there to 
respond with “It’s Christmas, the birthday of     
Jesus, so I am well, thank you”.  Staff have been 
cautioned about saying, “Happy Christmas”. 
They are counselled to say, “Happy Holiday”. 
Which would be fine if they knew the meaning of 
the word, “holiday” (holy-day). 
     The shops have stolen our feast. Even St 

Nicholas of Myra, who incidentally was present 
at the Council of Nicaea in 325, has morphed into 
Santa Claus, dressed more like a supreme court 
judge than a bishop, and having nothing to do 
with the anniversary of the birth of our Saviour.  
A Christmas connected to Christianity might     
upset some Jew or Moslem or atheist, they say.  
What a lot of rot. 
     Moslems in particular tell me they love joining 

in the Christmas celebration 
and celebrating the birthday of      
Jesus. A few years ago I was 
in India during the festival of     
Diwali. Amongst a few of the 
likenesses of Krishna carried 
in a solemn Hindu procession 
was a beautiful banner of Our 
Lady of Lourdes carried by 
the local Legion of Mary 
group! Now that’s what I call 
a combined churches’ effort. 
Real ecumenism with a sub-
continent flavour.   
     The advertisement our  
parish puts in the local papers 
advertising our Christmas 
mass times is headed, Put 

Mass back into Christmas.  It is what ‘Christmas’ 
means.  Words like ‘Christmas’, ‘holiday’,  
‘breakfast’ are all religious words. The secularists 
want to neutralise our Christian heritage. What 
was once common nomenclature, for instance, 
B.C. (Before Christ), & A.D. (Anno Domini) is 
now more politically correct C.E. (Common Era).  
Recently a mother (and a school teacher) told me 
and a room full of people that it was unwise to 
read biblical stories from a children’s bible to 
children because such stories might upset       
children.  
     Remember Christ is the reason for the season. 
Send Christmas cards that depict a nativity scene.  
Keep saying, “Happy Christmas”. Bring your 
children to the front of the church and, using the 
crib, explain the story of Christmas so that, ‘when 
he comes, he may find us watching in prayer, our 
hearts filled with wonder and praise’.       Fr John     



 

 

ALTAR SERVERS: Christmas celebrations will be 
held in the Parish Hall on Sunday 21 December    
commencing at noon. Please RSVP and return your 
forms for roster availability this weekend. 
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USHERS are needed to assist with the large          
congregations at Christmas Masses. A roster sheet is 
now displayed in the foyer. Phone Brian on 9894 
0442 for further information. 
 

DRIVER NEEDED  One driver is immediately needed 
in the Anglican Retirement Village area in the     
Transport Ministry. The commitment is to pick up and 
drop off a resident once a month for the 9.00am     
Sunday Mass. If interested ring Jim Gidlow on 0403 
814427 or 9659 4782. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL  Vinnies thanks all donors 
and wishes all parishioners a Happy and Holy        
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Meetings 
have ended for 2008 and restart on January 2, 2009. 
 

POSITION VACANT - YOUTH MINISTER  Our     
Parish is looking for a suitably qualified person to fill 
the Youth Minister role. This is a full-time position. For 
job description and selection criteria go to the Position 
Vacant page on St Bernadette’s website at 
www.stbernadette.org.au. Applications close           
tomorrow, Monday December 15 at 5.00pm. 
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First Reading  Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 The 
Prophet joyfully proclaims the Lord’s jubilee, 
when good news and liberty are brought to 
those who are poor and those held captive. 
 

Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 St Paul 
urges his readers to be always happy, to hold on to what 
is good and avoid evil, and to pray at all times. He hopes 
for their safety until the coming of the Lord. 
 

Gospel   John 1:6-8,19-28 John the Baptist is a witness 
to the coming of the Lord, the light of the world. He     
prepares the way, and acknowledges the true status of 
the one who is to come. 
 

Next week: Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year B                
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14-16; Romans 16:25-27;          
Luke 1:26-38 
�
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm   
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 
RETIREMENT VILLAGES SCHEDULE THIS WEEK: 

 Warrina  – Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Tuesday,     
16 December, 4.00pm. 
 Nuffield & Hopetoun  – Mass & Anointing of the 
Sick, Wednesday, 17 December, 4.00pm. 
 Nordby –  Mass & Anointing of the Sick,  Thursday, 
18 December, 4.00pm. 
 Wirreanda -  Communion Service & Anointing of the 
Sick, Thursday, 18 December, 11.00am. 
 Kilvinton - Mass & Anointing of the Sick, Friday, 19 
December, 2.00pm. 
 Flinders - Communion Service & Anointing of the 
Sick, Saturday 20 December, 10.00am 

 
ANGELS AND SHEPHERDS NEEDED  
Do you have a budding angel or shepherd 
who would like to be part of the            
dramatisation of the Nativity Story at the 
5pm Christmas Eve Mass here at Castle 
Hill. If so, come to a practice at St          

Bernadette’s Church on Tuesday, 23 December from 
9.30 to 11.00am. All welcome. Any enquiries to      
Jacinta Kearns on 9634 7561. 
 
SPECIAL MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST AND 
LECTORS are required for Christmas Eve and   
Christmas Day Masses. Would volunteers please 
write their names on roster sheets in the foyer. 

LITURGY CORNER 
Today’s Gospel continues the story of John the         
Baptist, but this time from the Gospel of John (even 
though it is Year B, Mark’s Gospel). All the readings 
reflect a theme of joy (thus the pink candle in the 
advent wreath) - the prophet exalts because of the 
salvation that is coming to Jerusalem; Paul exhorts 
the people of Thessalonica to be joyful, pray         
constantly and to give thanks, while the Baptist       
rejoices that his ministry points to Jesus, the true 
Messiah. In each case, joy comes from working       
towards the Reign of God, concentrating not on       
getting, but on giving, on promoting Jesus and not 
one’s self.                                     adapted The Summit. 
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Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

 
  5.00pm       Children and Young Families’ Mass 
  7.00pm       Family Mass 
  9.30pm       LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
12.00pm       Traditional Midnight Mass  

           (preceded by carols from 11.30pm) 
 

Thursday, December 25  -  Christmas Day  
 

7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am – NO EVENING MASS 

 
Reconciliation  

 

    Second Rite - Thursday 18 December at 7.30pm  
 

     Individual Reconciliation: 
 

 Tuesday 16         9.00am 
 Wednesday 17 9.45am 
 Thursday 18        9.45am & 7.30pm (Rite II) 
 Friday 19            9.45am 
 Saturday 20         8.30am - 9.30am 
                              4.00pm - 5.30pm 
 Monday 22           9.00am 
 Tuesday 23  9.00am 
 Wednesday 24 9.45am 
 
    Second Rite in Neighbouring Parishes 
 

 Pennant Hills Wednesday 17  7.30pm 
 Baulkham Hills Monday 22        7.30pm 
 Kenthurst     Tuesday 23       7.30pm 
 North Rocks  Tuesday 23       7.30pm 



 

 

HAMPER MASS TODAY  
 

Thank you to everyone who has 
brought in hampers for the needy 
today. These hampers will be 

sorted in the Parish Hall and distributed to the families 
this week. 
 

HELPERS NEEDED to sort and distribute the hampers 
this Tuesday. A work sheet has been posted on the      
notice board in the church foyer.  Please indicate the 
times you are available to help, or phone Maureen 
Scully: 9634 6925. 
 

A GIFT BEYOND CHRISTMAS  Thank you to                  
all who have returned donations for Loyola 
Senior High at Mt Druitt which go to help      
disadvantaged mature age students         
complete the HSC. Envelopes are still 
available on the Christmas Tree at the front 
of the Church and can be returned at Masses next 
weekend or to the Parish Office.  
 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY COMMEMORATIVE BOOK  
Receive the Power is a 200 page, hard cover record of 
World Youth Day 2008, incorporating stunning photos 
and addresses from the Pope, Cardinal Pell and other 
religious leaders. Purchase online for $59.95 at 
www.catholicgiftshop.com.au or through the gift        
brochure in the Catholic Weekly. 

 

LIFE BEGINS AT 50 Cards/mah-jong on     
Friday 19 December in the Marian Centre at 
7.30pm. Contact Howard on 9899 8983 for  
details. 
 

NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Boys and girls who will be 
attending school in Year 5 and above in 2009 are      
invited to join the many young members in the ministry 
of Altar Servers. Should you wish to join or require      
further information please call Melvyn Myers on        
8883 1166. 
 

COOKING FOR THE NEEDY Thank you to all who 
have prepared casseroles this year. The collections 
have finished for 2008 but restart in the Marian Centre 
on Tuesday 27 January. 
 

 

TAIZE PRAYER “Be Still and Know that I am God” - 
Contemplative Silent Prayer and Taize Chants with text 
and music on Saturday 27 December from 11.00am to 
12 noon (on every last Saturday of the Month) in the 
Benedictine Monastery Chapel, 121 Arcadia Rd,       
Arcadia. Concludes with tea/coffee. Enquiries to          
Br. Mario on 9653 1159/ 0409 032930. 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  The Parish Office will be 
closed from Christmas Day, Thursday 25th December 
and will reopen on Monday 5th January. 
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CONCERT AT THE CATHEDRAL The Australian 
Brandenburg Orchestra and Choir will perform in 
concert at St Patrick’s Cathedral,         
Parramatta this Thursday 18 December 
at 7.00pm. For tickets phone 9328 7581 
or Brandenburg.com.au. 
 

POSITIONS VACANT: 
Catholiccare Sydney, Natural Fertility Services is 
looking for a Training and Planning Officer for their 
Natural Fertility Program. This position is part-time. 
For enquiries contact Sharon Young on 9390 5156 
or email natural@catholiccare.org by January 5. 
 

BOOKSHOP NEWS  The 2009 Columban         
Calendar is available at the Bookshop for only 
$7.00. Buy one of the best religious calendars in the 
world and help our missionaries at the same time.  
Vinnies Christmas Cards are now available from 
the bookshop. Packs contain 10 cards and cost 
$6.50. Please support this major fund raiser for  
Castle Hill conference to help with our work for the 
poor, and also to Keep Christ in Christmas. 
 

FATHER MAC’S HEAVENLY PUDDINGS available 
in 800gr or family size 1.6kg. Phone 9349 3066 or 
0419 243285. Delivery arranged. Also available all 
year round at St Patrick’s Coffee Shop (next to the 
church), 20 Grosvenor Street, Sydney 
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POST CHRISTMAS ACCESS TO  
ST BERNADETTE’S  
Because workman will be working on the school site 
over the school holidays, there will be only one      
entrance to the church site from Brisbane Road.  Our 
main weekend entrance will be closed for six weeks. 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9am, 10.30am & 6pm 
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am                                        
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am 
Mr Ian Pomeroy, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                          Thurs 6.45am,   9.15 am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              Fri       6.45am,   9.15 am 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                Sat  8am 
       
      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am   
 

      Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for   Michael Gough, Gianni Schiliro, Fr Ed Doran (Arcadia), Buenaventurada Yu, Sam Barbara and 
Thomas Corcoran who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Nicola Ann Rochford (Dec 18), Cecil Brito 
(Dec 12), Ada Nable, Ramon Avedillo (Dec 17), Genaro Parido (Dec 11), Janet Bowie, Charles Davis, Audrey 
Kilby and Gilbertson Brown and in remembrance of Joseph and Marie Rochford, John and Gertrude Twohill,   
Gloria Moujali and her parents, Isabelle Brito and Raymond Bowie. 
Prayers for the Sick: Lisa Maruri 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Budi Kawiadji 

S3 

Caroline/Paul Dumapit 
Brian Mooney 

John Abernethy 

Jessica Fearnside, Rebecca Barrett, Moira Mitchell,  
Harry & Robyn Reyden, John Geoghegan, 

Marjorie, Dominic & Natasha Orioles  

7.30AM 
Edy Kesuma 

S4 

Catherine Seddon 
Paul Hennessey 
Peter Ferguson 

John O’Dea, Annemarie & Daryl Hill, Jennifer Wakeling, 
Matthew Troy, Fran Mulcahy 

9.00AM 
Tim Lee 

S5 

John Obeid 
Katrina Obeid 

Lina Josue 

David/ Bettina Green, Sally Healey, John & Lois Donnelly, 
Aida Pereira, Von & Mike Lulan, Brian & Katrina Fitzalan 

10.30AM 
Michael Lopez 

S1 

Michael Abrahams 
Kerry Myers 

Anthea Hannan 

Anita Christy, Pauline Camilleri, Dorothy Finucane,  
Elizabeth Fogolin, Philip & Yolanda Golamco,  

Margaret Hawkes, Winnie & Henry Li 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - December 21  

Adult Servers 
Andrew Tomic 
James Madry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Altar Preparation 
Josh Becker 

Lectors 
Josh Chaney 

Mystique Nelis 
Nicci Heidegger 

Projectionist 
Josh Becker 

Ushers 
Phillip Smith 

Paul Musgrave 

Altar Servers 
S2 

 

Gift Preparation 
Laura Wilson 

Welcomers 
Ingrid & Jana Fizely 

Sean Finucane 

Musos 
Ashley Adams 
Maria-Alicia Jul 
Martin Collins 

Richard Tarlinton 
Robert Johnson 
Sean Finucane 

Veronica Sahabu 
 

Bass 
Daniel Ang 

 

Piano 
Belinda Lee 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 
 

Singers 
 

Alison Wong 
Annabel Irawan 

Monique O’Callaghan 
Cassie Knezevic 
Julia Calixto  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
No Children’s Liturgy  

 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Christella Jayawardena 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Mercedes Pisano, Karen D’Souza,  

Barbara Fong, Meinard & Pie Leonor 
 

COUNTING (1st Collection) 
John Faehrmann 
Len Goldsworthy 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Howard Woodward, Helen Wilson, John Giorgiutti, 

Joseph Boudib 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Carmel Adams / Catherine Seddon / Bernadette 

Logue / Dora Saleh / Patricia Smith 

 


