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A CHURCH AT WAR WITH ITSELF 

O ver this weekend the legend of       
ANZAC will be retold through the 
medium of television, newspapers, 
articles and even sermons.  The parish 

honoured the Anzacs with a mass yesterday. For 
those who claim we glorify war by even             
remembering such an event, it is timely to state 
again that Gallipoli is a war Australia lost.  8,709 
Australian men died in this one campaign         
beginning at dawn on April 25, 1915.  38,000  
Allied and 86,692 Turkish troops died in the eight 
month Gallipoli campaign. Over all, eight million 
men and women died in the Great 
War, which was 1,560 days of 
hell.  For many men and women, 
returning from any deployment, 
be it Gallipoli, Vietnam, Iraq or 
Afghanistan, the war can never 
cease: the maimed, paralysed, 
blind. The damage done to men’s 
minds cannot be measured. The 
community still cannot come to 
terms with the lasting effects of 
chemical warfare that manifests 
itself genetically in the next    
generation. Not included in any 
number count are the wives and 
families, the widows and children 
of the men and women killed in such terrible      
circumstances.  No, we do not glorify war, but by 
calling to mind each year such a terrible event, we 
should be motivated with renewed enthusiasm to 
see war as a last resort. Christians have the added 
motive that, to be true to our calling, we follow 
Jesus who was a man of peace. 
     Anzac Day gives us an opportunity to pray for 
the Australians who died as a result of war or war 
injuries. That’s a very Catholic thing to do. We 
honour those who paid the supreme sacrifice.  
     Most Australians know the story of how, on 
November 1, 1914, thirty-eight transports left  
Albany in Western Australia and sailed for       
England via Egypt.  And how this force, together 
with New Zealand, British, Indian and French 
troops embarked into small boats to go ashore on 
the Gallipoli peninsular in the darkness before 
dawn on the 25th of April, 1915. Most people 

know how the Allied campaign has been            
condemned as being ill conceived and badly        
executed. 
     For students attending Gilroy Catholic       
College, there is added interest because Norman 
Thomas (later Cardinal) Gilroy, as a young 18 
year-old telegraphist was present on board the 
Hessen off the coast of Anzac Cove on that     
morning of April 25, 1915. 
    On the eve of that first Anzac Day, at 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon, there was a church service, “in 
which the chaplain uttered the prayer for victory 

and called the Divine blessing on 
the expedition. All stood with  
uncovered and bowed heads.” 
    On that Sunday morning, three 
Catholic Chaplains landed with 
the first wave. Writing to his 
Archbishop in Perth, Father John 
Fahey, a Tipperary man, aged 31, 
described his experiences that 
morning. 
     “It was 4.30 am. There was a 
faint glimmer of dawn in the            
eastern sky. There was no cover. 
We were packed so closely that one 
bullet would wound or kill three 
men, and we could not hit back, for 

the enemy was invisible…. After what seemed like 
endless hours the boats touched bottom about 
twenty yards from the beach. As I jumped up to get 
out, a bullet went through the sleeve of my jacket 
and caught the lad behind me. A shrapnel splashed 
a man’s brains over me. Another caught the       
gunwale of the boat between my knees as I was            
getting out, and nearly blinded me with splinters. I 
was pushed from behind and fell into about four 
feet of water.  I went promptly to the bottom, and,  
being loaded with a pack, three days rations, and a 
water bottle, and an overcoat, I found the utmost 
difficulty in rising; I almost thought I had been shot. 
I never realised till then how difficult it is to walk 
through water dressed. I got on the beach            
exhausted. I had to look around then and saw all the 
other boats landing. They were suffering just as 
much as our boats suffered. The beach was strewn 
with dead and wounded. Two boats landed about 50 
yards from where I was. They held 50 soldiers each, 
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First Reading  Acts 3:13-15,17-19. 
Peter gives witness to the people, 
telling them that they have killed the 
prince of life but that they can repent 
and then their sins will be wiped out. 
 

Second Reading 1 John 2:1-5. John 
writes to keep his readers from        
sinning, because keeping the           
commandments is the only way to be 

sure we know God. 
 

Gospel  Luke 24:35-48. Jesus appears to his disciples. 
They think they have seen a ghost. He eats and shows 
his wounds. He tells them how his resurrection is the 
fulfilment of the Prophets and Psalms. 
 

Next week: 4th Sunday of Easter - Year B   
Acts 4:8-12; 1 John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18 

 
HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm          
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

Feast Day this Week 
St Catherine of Sienna - Wednesday, April 29 

St Athanasius - Saturday, May 2 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION this Friday following 
6.45am Mass until 9.15 and following 9.15 Mass until 
11.45am. 
 
FIRST FRIDAY MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE 
SICK will take place this Friday, May 1 at 12 noon 
followed by a light lunch in the Marian Centre. All  
welcome. If you can help with transport (drivers 
needed) or by providing sandwiches, it would be 
greatly appreciated. Contact Marion Heron on       
9659 9385. 
 
LITTLE WHITE BOOK FOR EASTER is a book of 
six-minute reflections on the Resurrection Narrative of 
Mark covering from Easter to Pentecost. These books 
are available from the Bookshop for $5 each. 

but only twenty came ashore together.  They came 
under the fire of a maxim gun which can rattle off 
600 shots a minute.”  Father Fahey wrote that, in 
the confusion of the landing, he lost his mass kit. 
     As the casualty lists grew longer, Australians 
were coming to terms with the less palatable side 
of war, namely death of loved ones. A requiem 
mass was organised in Sydney’s St Mary’s        
Cathedral in May 1915, to pray for the dead.  
Meanwhile at Gallipoli itself, Catholic chaplains 
heard the confessions of the soldiers, celebrated 
mass and anointed the dying.   
     Back in Australia, the loyalties of Catholics 
were being questioned. The Church was divided.  
On the one hand you had Dr Mannix of               
Melbourne opposed to conscription. Archbishop 
Clune in Perth, who had released Father Fahey to 
serve in the Army, constantly advocated            
conscription. In Sydney, the historian, Patrick 
O’Farrell wrote, “Archbishop Kelly (Cardinal 
Gilroy’s predecessor as Archbishop of Sydney), 
approached closest to the patriotic stereotype then 
prevalent among public figures.  His commitment 
was totally sincere; he believed strongly in the 
ennobling influence of the martial spirit and of 
discipline; he believed that death in battle for a 
just cause brought the glory of self-sacrifice.  He 
became a senior Army chaplain, appearing on  
patriotic platforms and at recruiting meetings, 
though his activities waned as the war raised         
divisive issues.” 
     The fiercely conducted conscription            
referendum debate in 1916 and again in 1917 split 
Australians. Archbishop Mannix addressed huge 
crowds every Sunday at the opening of a new 
convent, school or church. Without amplification, 
the thousands could never hear what he was        
saying; they read it in the papers the next day.  
But what he was saying was, “Vote ‘No’ in the 
conscription referendum”. The Australian        
Dictionary of Biography says that Mannix was 
arguably the most revered and reviled figure in 
Australian history (who) generated bitterness and 
lack of charity among his followers. He embodied 
a spirit of Catholic challenge and confrontation. 
The Australian bishops voted to appoint Dr        
Mannix their representative on the Chaplains-
General committee. The Army authorities        
accepted Mannix’s nomination and the Prime 
Minster, Mr William Hughes, found his most        
implacable opponent on the conscription issue 
had become a Major-General in the Australian 
Army.   
     The First World War, however, left the   
Catholic Church a divided Church. 
 

         Father John. 
 
 

LITURGY CORNER 
In the Emmaus Road story, which fortunately Luke 
records for us, the disciples did not recognise   
Jesus until he broke the bread and gave it to them. 
This recognition of who the person was who had 
walked with them became the source of news of 
great joy they wanted to share with their friends, 
so they rushed back to Jerusalem. Jesus shared 
his story; he shared of himself and in the blessing, 
breaking and handing out of the bread those     
disciples experienced what we call the Eucharist, 
or Communion. Anzac Day commemorates others 
who have given their lives in service so that we 
may live in freedom – although, of course, neither 
salvation nor eternal life have any source other 
than Jesus. However it is good to reflect on how 
we share our lives. When the gifts are brought  
forward for the Eucharistic celebration, while they        
symbolise our dependence on God’s bounty, they 
also symbolise our lives – the joys and struggles 
and our self-giving for the sake of the Kingdom on 
earth. What do we offer to others that is               
life-giving? 

 



 

 

DIOCESAN WORKS FUND APPEAL NEXT WEEK 
The first of our DWF Appeals for 2009 will be held next 
weekend. $25,164 is required by the Diocese for this 
appeal. These funds assist with the charitable works of 
the Diocese, supporting the various ministries and 
groups. Donations are 100% deductible. Please give 
generously. 
 
PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES DUE BACK NOW 
Thank you to all who returned their boxes and              
envelopes last weekend. Over $18,000 has been        
donated so far from this parish to the Caritas Australia 
Project Compassion Appeal. If you still have a box or 
set of envelopes, please return them as soon as         
possible. All monies donated to Project Compassion are 
tax deductible. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 09/10:  The new edition of 
this fantastic book is available now.  Don’t miss out on 
your copy. Once again, there are so many savings to be 
made on restaurants, accommodation, leisure activities 
and more! At $55 for Parramatta/Hills edition or $65 
Sydney North & Sydney, these books will pay for           
themselves. All editions will be available for purchase 
after all masses on May 9/10.  Otherwise you can con-
tact the Parish office during office hours  to buy your 
copy.  All the money raised from the sale of these books 
continues to support our Life Teen Youth Ministry. 
 

SPARE FLOWER BULBS  St Joseph’s 
Centre at Baulkham Hills would appreciate 
any flower bulbs you may like to contribute 
to beautify the newly built Grotto area and 
surroundings. It would be helpful if bulbs 
could be placed in a bag and labelled 

‘daffodils’, ‘anemones’, ‘tulips’, ‘hyacinths’ etc and left in 
the parish office or church foyer in the box provided. 
 
 

 

KINDERGARTEN 2010 AT ST BERNADETTE’S     
PRIMARY SCHOOL Enrolment packs will be 
available from St Bernadette’s School Office 
between Tuesday 28 April and Friday 29 May. 
An Open Day will be held on Thursday 14 May 
with sessions at 9am & 2pm.  
 

MOTHERS’ RETREAT DAY Grandmothers and        
Mothers are invited to a retreat day on Saturday 9 May 
from 10am to 4pm including talks, prayer times, Mass 
and meals.  Crèche available for pre-schoolers. The 
venue is Mt Schoenstatt Shrine and Retreat Centre, 230 
Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. The cost, including meals, is $10.  
For inquiries and registrations, please contact Mary  
Joseph on 9390 5283. 
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world renowned boy band: ���������������� . All in Years 9 to 

12 are invited to join us in the Hall next week as we 
discuss the gift of music - straight after the Youth 
Mass, finishing at 8:30pm ��
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GILROY  C AT HOLIC COLLEGE           
Enrolment Packages for Year 7 in 2010 
are available from the College office 8am 
to 4pm Monday to Friday. Closing date of 
applications is 25 May. For information: 
g i l r o y@par ra .ca tho l ic .edu.au or 
www.gilroy.parra.catholic.edu.au. 
 

TOUR TO TURKEY - OCTOBER SCHOOL       
HOLIDAYS  Fr Wim Hoekstra is still looking for 4 
more people to make the Tour a definite, so the  
deposit date has been extended. If you were      
thinking about going, it's not too late. For those   
u n a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.stpatscathedral.com.au  where details are 
found Fr Wim is happy to send out a brochure. 
Phone 8839 8420. The basic price is $5,490 which 
includes economy airfares to and within Turkey, 13 
nights hotel accommodation with all meals, a      
dedicated English speaking tour guide, transfers, 
tours to Patmos and Bosphorus cruise and           
transportation. Some extra costs are not included 
but can be found in the brochure.  
 

BOOK SALE The Veech Library at the Catholic          
Institute of Sydney, 99 Albert Rd, Strathfield is    
holding a Book Sale on Saturday 23 May from 
9.00am to 4.00pm. Plenty of bargains to be found 
(credit card facilities unavailable). Phone 9752 9534. 
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 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 2009  
THANK YOU  to all our youth ministry team, youth leaders, kitchen crew and parent helpers who made our camp 

at Oakhill College a huge success.  A great time was had by all!  Special thanks to Mike Watson, Vita Aloschi, 
Ian Pomeroy and the Tarlintons for the incredible amount of work and all the extra hours you put in - we         
couldn’t have done it without you.  

 

 Next Session: Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th May at 7:30pm in the Church for parents only.  (This session is for 
families with children preparing to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist.)   

‘COME & SEE’  REFLECTION on Saturday 2 May at 
12 noon (BYO lunch for 1pm start) at Marymount, 36 
David Road, Castle Hill. Cost $5. Topic: Let’s Start at 
the Very Beginning… RSVP April 29.     
                 Sr Judy 

 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Fr Sunny Michael, ms, Assistant Priest                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am    
Mrs Alice Bradshaw, Sacramental Co-ordinator                     Tue  6.45 am,  
Mr Adam Chioatto, Into LIFE Youth Minister                         Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                           Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)              First Fri 6.45am,  9.15am & 12 noon 
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator                          Sat  8.00am  
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance      Mass on Public Holidays at 8am  

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Agnes Dowson and Ces Russell who have died recently and for the anniversaries of Reg        
Parmenter and Ellen Entwhistle. 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Goranka Cular. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Zeno Hong 

S10 

Vanessa D’Emanuele 
Martin Collins 
Clare Budge 

Joanne Barrett, Carol Cividin, Esther Coleiro, 
 Beverley Curtis, Lucille Wilson, Maureen Fearnside,  

Cheryl & Richard Koen, Warren Hiser 

7.30AM 
Joe Josue 

S6 

Anne Parker 
Colleen Baines 
Matthew Troy 

Lina Josue, Albert & Gladys Tsang,  
Colleen & Eric Woodhead, Jo Wickens 

9.00AM 
Budi Kawiadji 

S7 

David Green 
Von Lulan 
Mike Lulan 

Karen & David Askey, Christine & Hubert Jenneke,  
Cathy & Greg Piggott, Trevor & Joanne O’Shea,  

Lena Madry 

10.30AM 
Edy Kesuma 

S8 

Bill Gleeson 
Elizabeth Fogolin 

Michael Puckeridge 

Anita Christy, Pauline Camilleri, Dorothy Finucane, 
 Elizabeth Fogolin, Philip & Yolanda Golamco,  

Margaret Hawkes, Winnie  & Henry Li 

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - May 3  

Adult Servers 
Gillian Pak 

Marc Clasquin 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Stef Musgrave 

Jen Austin 
Raquel Lobo 

Gift Preparation 
Michael Piggott 

Projectionist 
Larissa O’Callaghan 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 

Altar Servers 
S9 

 

 Welcomers 
Tony Muscat 
Tina Muscat 

 

Musos 
Adam Chioatto 

Belinda Lee 
Darren Edwards 

 

Ian Pomeroy 
Mitchell Waters 

 

Bass 
Erich Gracias Flor 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Daniel Ang 

Michael Smith 
 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 
Ashley Adams 

Singers 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Tim Bywater 

Alice Bradshaw 
Sara Ang 

Cassie Knezevic 
Aarti D’Cruz 
Julia Calixto 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Karen Grace 

Vicki Ford 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Christella Jayawardena 

 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Andrea Tomic, Ivonne Purnomo, Eva Mustapic, 

Krystyna Graczyk, Janice Bonaccorso  
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Bert Hofstaetter 

Helga Hofstaetter 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Barry Halpin, Bernie Good, Stephen Dowd,  

Debbie Fang, Eugenia Fidel 
 

BOOKSHOP 
Joanne Barrett / Rose Huby / Bernadette 

Navarra / Barbara Halpin / Natasha Orioles 

 


