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EDWARD SCHILLEBEECKX 1914-2009 

F ather Edward Schillebeeckx was one of 
the 20th century's most important 
theologians; his inf luence was 
worldwide and extended far beyond his 

own Catholic Church. He came to public notice 
shortly before the Second Vatican Council in 
1962, when the Dutch Catholic bishops issued a 
controversial letter advocating substantial reform 
of the church and the curtailing of the power of 
the Vatican. Schillebeeckx. made a considerable 
contribution to the content of this letter and was 
widely regarded as its author. As a consequence, 
he was not invited to be an 
official consultant to the 
council, although he 
accompanied the Dutch 
bishops to Rome and served 
as their theological adviser.    
      During the course of the 
three years of deliberation 
he also gave regular 
lectures, sometimes to as 
many as 200 bishops from 
all parts of the world, on 
what he regarded as the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
t he  counc i l ' s  bas i c 
documents.  

   His influence on the 
final drafts of these was 
substantial, and he was 
among a group of leading 
European scholars who 
successfully pressed the 
council" to espouse change. 
It was a cause of great dismay to Schillebeeckx. 
and his colleagues, and many other devout 
Catholics, that many of the council's forward-
looking proposals were not implemented.  

   He played for many years a prominent part in 
the editing of the quarterly journal Concilium, 
which seeks to keep alive the spirit and thinking 
of Vatican II; and, in 1989, he joined 163 
(mainly West German) theologians in a scathing 
and unprecedented attack on Pope John Paul II 
for his conservative policies.  

       Schillebeeckx.'s theological work created a 
bibliography of more than 400 items, including 
many books, none of them easy reading. He was a 
profound thinker, with a dense literary style, and 
his two most important works, Jesus (1974) and 
Christ (1977), are 786 and 926 pages 
respectively. The final volume of the trilogy, 
Church, (only 288 pages) appeared in 1990.  

    In Jesus, Schillebeeckx. emphasised the role 
of Christ as a prophet and this could be 
interpreted as emphasising too strongly his 
human side at the expense of His divinity. 

Furthermore, by applying 
the methods of historical 
c r i t i c i s m  t o  t h e 
development of the 
c h u r c h ' s  l i f e , 
Schillebeeckx. concluded 
that few elements in its  
organisation could be 
regarded as fixed and final.  
      It is not clear how he 
managed to avoid official 
condemnation. One theory 
is that the German 
professor Hans Kung was 
under investigation at the 
same time and attracting 
much publicity, and the 
Vatican did not wish to add 
to its problems. Kung 
believed that his friend 
escaped because there was 
no one in the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the 

Faith whose Dutch was good enough for a 
serious consideration of Schillebeeckx.'s 
thought.  

  Edward Cornelius Florentius Schillebeeckx. 
was born into a Flemish family in Antwerp on 
November 12, 1914, the sixth of 14 children of 
Constant Schillebeeckx. and Johanna Calis. (His 
surname, which is uncommon even in Flemish 
areas, is pronounced roughly SKILL- uh - bakes  
and probably means "those who comes from 
where the stream divides".) Constant, a chartered 
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First Reading: Nehemiah 8:2-6,8-10. 
Ezra the priest reads the Law to the 
people, and declares a day of 
celebration and thanksgiving for so great 
a gift. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30. St Paul 
teaches about the great diversity within the unity of the 
body, and sees in this an image for the Church. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 1:1-14,4:14-21. Jesus reads from the 
scriptures to indicate what his mission as the Messiah 
will involve, and then preaches on the text. 
 

Next week: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C   
Jer 1:4-5,17-19; 1 Cor 12:31,13:13; .Luke 4:21-30 
 

Feast Days this Week 
Conversion of St Paul - Monday, 25 January 

Australia Day - Tuesday, 26 January 
St Thomas Aquinas - Thursday, 28 January 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY HOUR every Thursday from 8.00 to 9.00pm 
including Rosary, prayers, hymns & scripture reading. 
All welcome! 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION for the Year of the 
Priest will take place in the Church from 5.00pm on 
Friday 19 February to 5.00pm on Saturday 20 
February.  
 

2010 PLANNER CALENDAR AVAILABLE NOW 
Please take home a copy. We especially thank our       
advertisers and sponsors and ask that you give them 
your support. 
 

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: New      
rosters are being prepared. If you cannot continue, 
please inform the parish office ASAP. 

LITURGY CORNER 
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accountant and an intellectual, influenced 
Edward greatly; although dismissive of the 
clergy, he was a devout Catholic.  
    Edward, with his eight brothers, attended a 

Jesuit school and decided, on leaving school, to 
enter the more open Dominican Order. He 
served his novitiate at Ghent, then studied 
philosophy at the University of Louvain. There 
he was encouraged to read the works of Kant, 
Hegel and Freud, though all were officially 
banned by the church. He then did a three-year 
theology course, and was ordained a priest in 
1943.  

     After completing his doctorate, 
Schillebeeckx. was appointed a lecturer in 
dogmatic theology at Louvain until the end of 
the war. He studied for two years in Paris, and 
came under the influence of the theologian 
Marie-Dominique Chenu. He also had a number 
of important conversations with Albert Camus.  
    Schillebeeckx was recalled to teach again at 
Louvain and combined this with the chaplaincy 
of the local prison, as well as pastoral work 
among the students and preaching in village 
churches. The university authorities regarded 
him as being too lax with the students, and 
there was trouble when he took a group to the 
frontier with East Germany to meet a Lutheran 
pastor working with refugees.  
      In 1958 he became a professor at Nijmegen, 
the oldest city in the Netherlands, and became 
increasingly involved in social and political 
issues, especially against the stockpiling of 
nuclear weapons, which he regarded as a great 
evil.  
     After his retirement in 1982 he became much 
less active, and the Dutch church was less 
appreciative of his insights. But he remained a 
theologian of international status and a sign of 
hope to serious reformers in all the churches. 
     Also in 1982, Schillebeeckx was the first 
theologian to receive the Erasmus Prize for 
contributions to European culture, and in 1983 
he was made a Commander of the Order of 
Orange-Nassau, the highest Dutch civil honour. 
 
 
This above is printed from England’s Daily 
Telegraph.  While it is unusual to print such an 
obituary in a parish bulletin, Schillebeeckx had 
such an enormous influence on Catholic life 
through his writings, and therefore on us, both 
priests and the Catholics in the pews, that he 
should be remembered and honoured. 

Father John 

AUSTRALIA DAY 
TUESDAY 26 JANUARY 

MASS IS AT 8.00AM ONLY  
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OUR YOUTH NEED YOU: The Catholic Education 
Lighthouse Program supports students in Catholic 
schools to reach their full potential. Students in Years 
9 or 10 are provided with the opportunity to develop 
key skills and experience in a learning environment 
outside school. They spend one day per week on the 
job with their mentor. Caring, interested volunteers are 
needed to mentor students. Tradespeople particularly 
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LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP will  
recommence on Wednesday 3rd February at 10.00am 
in the Marian Centre for 9 weeks. The topic is Israel's 
Story (part 2). New members are welcome. Please 
call the parish office before January 25 so your books 
can be ordered. 
 
 
 

DINNER WITH GERALDINE DOOGUE: You are      
invited to join in a two course dinner and an evening of 
thoughtful conversation with ABC TV/radio presenter, 
Geraldine Doogue speaking on ‘Spirituality: Making 
Connections in our World’ on Friday 12 February 2010 
at 7.30pm in St Bernadette’s Parish Hall. The cost is 
$45.00 pp. Details: www.catalyst-for-renewal.com.au. 
 
POSITION VACANT: Student Services Administrator. 
Our Lady of Mercy College at Parramatta seeks an 
experienced and customer focused student services 
administrator. Full details are available on the College 
website www.olmc.nsw.edu.au. 
 

 

WELCOME BACK:  The church grounds have been 
so silent over the last month; it will be good to hear the 
sound of the children back in the playground.         
Welcome, too, to our teachers returning after a well-
earned break. 
 

HAITI AID:  Catholic aid agency Caritas is providing 
immediate assistance to survivors following the deadly 
earthquake in Haiti. Caritas Australia welcomes dona-
tions to its Haiti Emergency Response Appeal. Show 
your support by calling 1800 024 413. 
 

ACOLYTES AND ALTAR SERVERS: Please collect 
your rosters from the Priests’ Sacristy and the Altar 
Servers’ Room.   

 Leading Teens             Closer To Christ 
�
�

LENTEN GROUP 
If you are interested in becoming involved in a 
discussion group beginning 18 February and focusing 
on Lent, please contact the Parish Office so books 
can be ordered. Cost $5. Meetings will be Thursdays 
at 10.00am in the Marian Centre.                   Sr Judy 

JOIN FATHER JOHN ON A  
HARVEST PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

 

Father John is leaving for Europe on June 9 and 
taking a 12-day pilgrimage (15 days with travel time 
included) to Fatima, Avila, and Lourdes. He is taking 
a second pilgrimage immediately following the 
Visitations of Mary Pilgrimage. The second 
pilgrimage, an eleven-day pilgrimage (13 days with 
travel time included), will visit Paris, Lisieux, La 
Salette, Taize, Turin and other 
pilgrimage sites in France. 
    Parishioners and their friends are 
invited to join Father John on one or 
both pilgrimages. Brochures are 
available from the sacristy or from 
Harvest Pilgrimages 9390 5460 or  
www.harvestpilgrims.com or talk to 
Father John on 9634 2622. 

Parishioners on camp at Camp Toukley. 36 young 
people, 15 leaders and 6 parents enjoyed 4 days of 

faith-sharing and fun. 
 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: Sessions resume Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th February in the Church at 
7.30pm for parents only. 



 

 

St Bernadette’s Parish Community  

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, N SW 2154 
  

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au 
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 

 
  

Parish Staff      Mass Times for this Week  
Fr John Boyle, Parish Priest     Sunday         Sat        6.00pm 
Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest        Sun       7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am &  
Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate                                      6pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass 
Mr Luke Hackett, Pastoral Associate (Youth)      Weekdays     Mon  6.45am 
Mrs Frances Gallagher, Office Manager                     Tue  8.00am (Australia Day)    
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)               Wed  6.45am,   9.15am 
Mr Darren Edwards, Maintenance                             Thurs 6.45am,  9.15am 
          Fri  6.45am,  9.15am 
                   Sat  8.00am  
                 Mass on Public Holidays at 8.00am  
          

                         Reconciliation   Sat  8.30am-9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm 
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Please pray for Fr Paul Jacobs who has died recently and for the anniversaries of Pacita Cavanna, Bill Tait (25 
Jan), Mary Catherine Geoghegan (26 Jan), Fred Morris (14 Jan), Angela Forwood (28 Jan), Geoffrey Hannah  
and Herbert Taylor (Jan 26) and in remembrance of Nicholas & Bridget Perera, Anslem Fernando and Neville 
Wijesinghe. 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Adeline Chong, Marjorie Orioles, Fr Arthur Bridge and Monique Guy. 
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AAACOLYTES/ SERVERS  LECTORS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

VIGIL 
Zeno Hong 

S1 

Vince Connelly 
Ray Scully 

Jessica Fearnside 

Felicity Carvalho, Lourice Asmar, Patrick Bowie, Rod Boyd, 
Adeline Chong, Ignatius/Natalia Chui, Lynne Myers,  

Barbara Ortlepp, Mary MacMahon  

7.30AM 
Joe Josue 

S2 

Tony Falzon 
Patricia Bright 
John O’Dea 

Paul Hennessey, Francesca Menezes, Remy Sie,  
Bernard Rogers, Geoff Roney, Catherine Seddon 

9.00AM 
Budi Kawiadji 

S3 

Trevor O’Shea 
Brian Blacklock 
Joanne O’Shea 

Brian & Jenny Blacklock, Neil Bone, Angela Crowe,  
Brian D’Arcy, Jeff Davis, Jocelyn Donovan, Jack Garcia, 

Yulia Hong 

10.30AM 
Edy Kesuma 

S4 
 

Tony Smith 
Philip Golamco 

Trinity Abbertson-Woo 

Mary & Jeyaraj Winslow, Crystal & Bernie Good,  
Mark Street, Gaye Crammond, Lydia Flores,  

Monica & Matthew Fitzalan  

.6.00 PARISH  LIFE TEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER - January 31  

Adult Servers 
Marc Clasquin 
James Madry 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 

Lectors 
Stef Musgrave 

Jen Austin 
Lesley Musgrave 

Altar Servers 
S5 

Projectionist 
Josh Becker 

 

Gift Preparation 
Michael Piggott 

Ushers 
Alfonso Aguilera 
Paul Musgrave 

Welcomers 
Melissa Fenech 

Alison Wong 

Musos 
Alison Wong 
Belinda Lee 

Darren Edwards 
Fran Rogers 

Ian Pomeroy 
Monica O’Callaghan 

Tina Muscat 
Vanessa Muscat 
Veronica Sahabu 

Bass 
Daniel Ang 

 

Piano 
Alice Bradshaw 

 

Guitar 
Michael Smith 

 

Horns/Strings/
Winds 

Matthew Ashton 

Singers 
Darian Jessup-

Lonsdale 
Monique O’Callaghan 

Sara Ang 
Natalie Jones 
Bec Burrowes 
Julia Calixto 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
School Holidays 

No Children’s Liturgy 
 

FLOWER ROSTER 
Sandra Fernando 

CHURCH HOUSEKEEPING 
Jeannette Leach, Cathy Teh, Joanne Leach, 

Alicia Maunsell 
 

 COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Sandra Watson 
Michael Watson 

COUNTING (2nd Collection) 
Campion Fernando, Audrey & Sarah Markowskei, 
John McDermott, Barrie Waters, Emelie De Leon 

 

BOOKSHOP 
Paula Boyd / Anne Parker / Jane Beard /  

Crystal Good / Giuli & Serge Dogulin 

 


